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Striddure Lucy. 


BAN HOEVER ſhall duly reflect 
| upon the former very great 
Sufferings; and with a 
Mind willing to learn ſome- 
what of the Magnalia Dei, 
ſhall well conſider of the preſent unbleſt 
State of the Fews ; may thence eaſily be 
convinced, that not one Tittle of what 
Moſes, and other Holy Men of God 
delivered in Curſes and Threatnings to 
their Forefathers : not one Jot or Tit- 
tle thereof, I ſay, remains, but what 
for the Sins of their Poſterity, and open 
Breach of Covenant with God, 
hath been fulfilled upon them; inſo- 
much that one may ſay to this aban- 


doned and afflicted People, 2 now 
A 2 know 


(4) 
know in all your Hearts, and in all your 4 
Souls, that not one thing hath failed of z 
all the evil Things which the Lord l 
your God ſpake concerning you. No- 7 
thing which he hath ſaid, is fallen to 0 
the Ground; all is come to paſs unto 1 
you, and nit one Thing hath failed of i 
all that which was threatened by the ] 
Prophets. For under the whole Heaven V 
hath not been done, as hath been done 0 
upon Feruſalem, Dan. ix. 12. notwith- F 
ſtanding which fore, heavy, and almoſt F 
deſolating Punithments; I do with a | 
divine Faith believe, that both he 0 
Two and the Ten Tribes, i. e. All z 
Lrael ſhall be reſtored in Purſuance. of ſh 
thoſe many precious and glorious Pro- C 
miſes contained in the Prophetick Writ- a 
ings, but which are not yet prepared 7 
for the Birth, though forming gradu- d 
ally in the Womb of Time, and ripen- b 
3 ing ſtill towards an Accompliſhment, 4 
; The Captive Exile, ſaith Jaiab, * 0; 
li. 14. Haſteneth that he may be looſed . b, 
He feareth continually every Day, becauſe | 4/6 
of the Fury of the Oppreſſor. The poor 01 
Few, who truly enough thinks that it 7 

is his Birth-right and Privilege to go- 
vern, muſt yet for a conſiderable while f. 
longer endure to be in Subjection, Ser- 4 
vitude and Bondage to the Rulers of k 
this World : The Lord their God hav- F 
ing for the Greatneſs of their Sins, and a 

Aug. 
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Augmentaion of their Miſeries, brought 
them again into Egypt, Deut. xxviii. 68. 
but there is hope in thine End, ſaith 
the Lord, that thy Children ſhall ceme 
again to their own Border, Jer. xxxi. 
17. The Prophet Hoſea hath many 
{ſweet Prophecies interſperſed, here a 
little, and there a little, abounding 
with the richeſt Conſolations, and 
dropping as an Heney-comb full of 
Honey. Agreeably to my preſent Pur- 
poſe and Deſign, I ſhall note down 
| ſome, and direct your Eye to others 
of them. Hof. cap. i. ver. 10, 11. Zet 
ö the Number of the Children of Jirael 
g ſhall be as the Sand ef the Sea, which 
; cannot be meaſured, nor numbered ; 
: and it ſball come to pals, that in the 
| Place where it was ſaid unto them, 
; Ye are not my Pcople, there it ſhall 
: be ſaid unto them, 77 are the Sons of 
de living God. Then ſhall the Children 
: of Fudah, and the Children, of Iſrael 
be gathered together, and unpoint them- 
ſelves one Head: and they ſhall come 1b 
out of the Land : for great ſhall be the 

Day of Fezreel. | 
Cap. ii. 14, to the End. The whole 
third Chapter. Cap. v. 15. I will go 
and return to my Place, till they ac- 
knowledge their Offence, and ſeek my 
Face: in their Afiiifticn, when they 
are once come to the broken Heart, 
A 3 to 
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to the penitential contrite Spirit; in 
their Aﬀiittion they will ſeck me earhy, 
and fay, cap. vi. 1, 2, 3. Come and ket. 
us return unto the Lord: fer he hath 
torn, and he will heal us; he hath 
ſmitten, and he will bind us up. 

After two Days he will revive us; 
in the third Day he will raiſe us up, 
and we ſhall lire in his Sight. 

Then ſhall we know, if we follow on 
to know the Lord: his going forth is 
prepared as the Morning ; and be ſhall 
come unto us as the Rain; as the latter 
and former Rain unto the Earth. 

The Fourteenth Chapter foretelleth 
the latter happy End of IJſrael, after 
ſuch an Invitation to repent, as toge- 
ther with the Exhortation tacitly pro- 
miſeth to give them the Grace of Re- 
pentance, and to pour upon them the 
Spirit of Prayer and Supplication, which 
ſhould be introductory to ſuch their 
Happineſs. But I ſhall inſiſt moſtly 
upen thoſe Words, which I find in the 
Eleventh, as alſo upon ſome Paſſages in 
the Twelfth and Thirteenth Chapters. 
Chap. xi. ver. 1.— 11. 
Ibis, reaching from the % to the 
eleventh Verſe, is one cortinued Pro- 
phecy, but it hath a Variety of Matter, 
as firſt of all, God's Paternal Love and 
Affection towards Ephraim, when 4a 


Child, i. e. when firſt called to be a 
Peo- 


* 
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People, and erected into a Common- 
Wealth ; beſides which- prime favour in 
= their firſt beginnings, much Kindneſs 
| on God's part is ſaid to have been ſhewn 
| towards them, y. 3, 4- notwithſtandin 
which great obligations to Duty, an 
| Obedience; we have, ſecondly, Epbra- 
| im's unſiedfaſineſs, as it is written, 
Pſal. Ixxviii. 8——T hey ſet nat their 
| art aright, and their Spirit was not 
ftedfaft with God; not only ſo, but 
7 they are moreover taxed with Idolatry 
and Apoſtacy, ver, 2. As tbey called them, 
i. e. as Moſes, Aaron, and others of 
| the Prophets, and holy, zealous Judges 
and Prieſts, as Samuel, &c. called them, 
| ſo they, as Revolters, went from them. 
they ſacrificed unto Baalim, and burnt 
a to graden Images. Matters be- 
; ing io; we have, in the next Place, a 
| Divine Sententence of Judgment paſſed 
upon them, ver. 5. He ſhall not return in- 
| to the Land of Egypt, that is, into E- 
| yt literally, but he ſhall have a more 
{ potent Tyrant than ever Pharaoh was, 
to keep him under, and puniſh him 
| for his Sins. The Aſſyrian ſhall be his 
: King: Mria, now Turky, ſhall be E- 
phraim's Egypt. The Reaſon of which 
Severity is given, becauſe they refuſed to 


| return. 
. Ver. 6. And the Sword ſhall abide on 
; his Cities, and ſhall c onſume his Bran- 
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cher, and devour them, becauſe of their 
own Counſels. NE 1 

Ver. 7. And my People are bent to 
back/liding from me : though they called 
them to the moſt High, none at all would 
exalt him. | „ 

The third chief Part of this Pro- 
phecy expreſſeth, in a moſt pathetick 
Manner, the Relentings of God Al- 
mighty towards them, as one grieved 
at the Heart for their Miſcries, as one 
that was afiified in all their Aflittions, 
and unable, for very Compaſſion, to ſee 
them periſh before his Eyes. 

Ver. 8. How ſhall I give thee up E- 
phraim ? how ſhall I deliver thee over 
to Deſtruttion Iſracl? How ſhall I make 
thee as Admah ? how ſhall 1 ſet thee 
as Zeboim ? mine Heart is turned 
within me, my Repentings are kindled 
tigether. 67 

Ver. 9. I will not execute the Fierce- 
neſs of mine Anger, I will not return to 
acſtroy Ephraim: fir I am God and 
not Man, the Holy One in the midſt of 
thee, and I will not enter into the City. 

Wherefore the laſt Part is a moſt 
gracious Goſpel Promiſe, not hitherto 
made gord, but which ſhall be ful- 
filled to Ephraim, though now loſt as 
to all humane Means of Recovery, and 
buried in a Land of Forgetfulneſs. 


Ver, 


K 

Ver. 10. They ſhall walk after the 
Lord, he ſhall roar like 'a Lion, when 
he ſhall roar, then the Children ſhall 
tremble from the Weſt. 

Ver. 11. They ſhall tremble as a Bird 
out f Egypt, and as a Dove ont of the 
Land of Afyria :, and I will place 
them in their Houſes, ſaith the Lord. 
Comp. 1/a. 1x .8. 

Having given you this ſhort Com- 
ment upon the Place, I proceed in my 
Deſign. 

Matth. Chap. ii. ver. 13, 14, 15. 

And when they were departed, be- 
hold, the Angel of the Lord appeared 
to 117 h in a Dream, ſaying, Ariſe, 

and take the young Child, and his Mo- 
ther, and flee into Egypt, and be thou 
there, until I bring thee Mord: for He- 
rod will ſeek the young Child to deftroy him. 

When he aroſe, he took the young Child, 
and his Mother by Night, and departed 
into Egypt. 

And was there until the Death of 
Herod: that it might be fulfilled which 
was ſpoken of the Lord by the Prophet, 
ſaying, Out of Egypt have I called my 
Son 


Note I. Theſe of the Prophet Ho- 
ſea, which I have before in part tran- 
ſcribed, or pointed to, are very emi- 
nent, and no leſs Evangelical Pro- 
miſes, pregnant with Conſolations, and 

Which 
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which ſtill look forward towards their 
ultimate Completion. Wh 
Note. II. As to this particular Pro- 
phecy of Haſ. cap. xi. ver. 1, and 11. 
with the Relation it bears to Matt. ii. 
15 — Out of Egypt base I called my 
Son; I have theſe Conſiderations to 
offer. Firſt, Herod the Aſcalonite, was 
of Idumean Extract, one of the Stock 
of Edim, i. e. Eſau, a great Enemy to 
Facob and his Seed ; by this evil Man, 
then inveſted with the Regal Power, 
was our Saviour in his Infancy : ex- 
pelled out of his own Country, and 
driven into a ſtrange Land; Jeſus, a 
Native of Paleſtine, and King by his 
Birth, muſt yet, before he can obtain 
the Kingdom, undergo more Difficul- 
ties and Labours than his Father Da- 
oid did, whom (as a Man would think) 
the 7eus of that time crucified, or 
ſte bbd in Eſſgie, being they could not 
reach his Perſon. Pſa/m xxli. 16. Ob- 
ſerve we further, Joſeph with the Mo- 
ther and the Child, fly not into Egypt 
needleſly, becauſe (without a Miracle 
wrought for their Preſervation) Herod's 
jealous Heart, and bloody Intentions, 
made it abſolutely neceſſary for them 
ſo to do. Howbeit by this Providential 
Occurrence ariſing proximately and im- 
mediately out of a Tyrant's voluntary 


Wickedneſs, and his being ſuffer'd to 
exert 


C11) 


exert his pernicious Power to the ut- 
moſt extent of his Limits, by theſe 
means ſeemingly contingent, there was 
an Occaſion given for our Saviour's 
being made an Exile and a Wanderer 
for ſome time; and not only this, but 
thereby too, there was a Foundation laid 
for the fulfilling of ſome certain Pro- 
phecies, whereunto ſuch and ſuch Acti- 
ons befalling our Lord in his Infancy 
do evidently bear an Analogy, and car- 
ry a very particular Aſpect, and Regard, 
To me it is abundantly evident, that 
there are many Circumſtances in the 
Life of Chriſt Perſonal, which do both 
correſpond with and are alſo Promiſory, 
Prophetical and Predictice of other 
Circumſtances relating to, or befalling 
Chrift Myſtical, that is to ſay, his Body 
the Church ; but to confine myſelf to 
the Subject now under Conſideration. 
The Evangeliſt St. Matthew, as to the 
Hiſtorical Part in his two or three 
- firſt Chapters, may be ſaid to have 
wrote conciſely, leaving the ſerious, 
ſtudious, and well-diſpoſed Chriſtian to 
take the Hints given by him; and ſo 
to make his farther Enquiries, and En- 
largements. Thus when I read of the 
Holy Child Feſus's being reſcued out of 
the Hands of Herod an [dumean, I from 
thence foreſee his Conqueſts over Edom, 
Iſa : Ixiii. v. 11 Mo is this that cometh 


from 
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from Edom, with died Garments from 


Bozrah? this that is glorious in his 
Apparel, travelling in the Greatneſs of 
his Strength? Compare with Reo. xix. 
13. and with Chap. xiv. 19, 20. Again, 
doth God recal his Beloved Son out of 
Egypt, and find means to bring back 
his baniſhed? This preſageth, yea more, 
giveth a holy Aſſurance that in hisown 
good Time he will do the like for 
his Firſt-born Iſrael, the Sons of Jacob 
and Foſeph; though they have for 


Tome Ages paſt, and muſt for Years 


to come, continue Outcaſt ſtill. The 
Lord doth build up Feruſalem, he ga- 
thereth together the outcaſts of Iſrael. 
Pſal. cxlvii. 2. He telleth the Number 
of Abraham's Stars, Gen. xv. 5. Be 
calleth them all by their Names, ver. 4. 

And it ſhall come to paſs, in that 
Day, that "the great Trumpet ſhall be 
blown, and they ſhall come which are 
ready to periſh in the Land of Aſſyria, 
and the outcaſts in the Land of Egypt, 
and ſball worſhip the Lord, in the Holy 
Mount at Feruſalem, Iſa. xxvii. 13. 
See likewiſe Ja. xi. 12. and Ja. lvi. 8. 
The Lord God which gathereth the out- 
caſts of Iſrael, ſaith, I will yet gather 


others to him, beſides thoſe that are 
gathered unto him. In Chrift Feſus all 


things are yea and Amen. What is 
once Inchoate with God Almighty, will 
be 
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be Conſummate, when he begins to build 
his Tower, it need not be doubted in 
the leaſt but that he will finiſh it: 
and when 1 ſee him lay his firſt Stone, 
I ttereby know very well that he will 
lay the laſt. Is the Son of God, who 
was made a Wanderer for our Sins, 
brought home again by his Father's 
Angel? The Fact itſelf prophetically 
portendeth, that thus it ſhall be done 
to Iſrael, who were made Wanderers 
among the Nations for their own Sins, 
Hof. ix. 17. In the ſafe return of Je- 
ſus, the Eye of Faith can (although 
it be afar off) behold the late but 
ſafe return of Jrael, Hoſe xi. 11. Let 
it be called to mind again, that this 
eleventh Verſe is part of an Evangelical 
Prophecy, which beginning at the firſt, 
is continued to the End of the foreſaid 
eleventh Verſe. Be it further noted, 
that the latter part of the Prophecy 
is richly fraught with Goſpel Mercies, 
but theſe future, merited indeed for a 
ſinful People, but not yet to be confer- 
red upon them. 'Theſe and the like 
Conſiderations being duly weighed, it 
will be found that there is no Imper- 
tinency nor Impropriety in the Apoſtle's 
referring a thing which was then done 
in the Perſon of Feſus, to a like im- 
portant thing which ſhould hereafter 

be 
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be done in the Perſon of his People. 
And now let us lay matters together, 
St. Matthew's Words are; And was 
there until the Death of Herod : that 
it might be fulfilled which was ſpoken 
of the Lord by the Prophet, ſaying, Out 
of Egypt have I called my Son. The 
true meaning of which is this, that 
the calling home of the Natural Son 
of God out of Egypt, was an earneſt 
in Hand, or a demonſtrative Teaching 
Sign of a like matter of Fact to 
be done on the behalf of the Adoptive 
Hon of God, in the future certain Reſto- 
ration, and bringing home of that Ex- 
iled People. That the pertinency of 
the Evangehiſi's Quotation, and the true 
ſcope of the Text, may be the better 
diſcerned, you muſt read, and give due 
Attention to what is ſaid at the thir- 
teenth verſe: And when they were de- 
parted, Behold, the Angel of the Lord 
appeared to Foſeph in a Dream, ſaying, 
Ariſe, and take the Toung Child and 
his Mother, and flee into Egypt, and be 
thou there until I bring thee Mord. 
Lay the Srreſs upon the foregoing Sen- 
tence, and (putting the reſt in a Paren- 
theſis) connect with part of the fifth- 
teenth Verſe That it might be ful- 
filled which was ſpoken of the Lord by 
tbe Prophet, ſaying, Out of Egypt have. 
T called my Son. — The Completion 


of 
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of the Prophecy in Hoſea, took its firſt 
ſure Omen from hence, and then it 
begun to be fulfilled; for it is an eaſy 
Leſſon to learn, and obvious enough to 
be obſervd, that the Angels waiting 
upon our Lord down into Egypt, and 
his reconducting him from that inimi- 
eal place, hath this ſecret Inſtruction 
in it, iz. that God will raiſe His 
Buried, and recal His Baniſbed. Pal. 
Ixviii. 22. in plain terms, he will bring 
his ancient People home again into 
that Land, which formerly had /pezwed 
them out for their Iniquities; accor- 
ding to what was threaten'd them by their 
great Maſter Moſes, Levit. xviii. ver. 
25, 26, 27, &c. Be thou there until I 

me thee Word. Thus it is ordered 
by God Almighty, the Word mult firſt 
come to Foſeph, and an Angel of Preſence 
muſt take the conduct of him, before 
he is allowed to attempt any ſuch thing 
as a Return out of Egypt. 

It being by me ſuppoſed, and as I 
hope ſufficiently well proved, that Fe- 
ruſalem is in Bondage, that is to ſay, 
in Egypt with her Children. Compare 
Deut. xxviii, 68. with Rev. xi. 8. This 
being granted me, I ſay as follows, that 
the Salvation of God's People, as to 
this one Particular at leaſt, is aſcer- 
tained and premonſtrated by what was 

accompliſhed in the Yirgin's n; God 
| tells 
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tells us in his Prophet Hoſea, cap. xii. 
10. That he hath uſed Similitudes. Now 
the Similitude delign'd for Inſtruction 
lies herein. Jeſus, whilſt a Child, was 
obliged to leave his Country, and So- 
journ in a ſtrange Land, till ſuch 
time as God ſhould ſend his Angel to 
prepare the way. And now obſerve, 
the Caſe. at this very time ſtands 
thus with J/rael. They have for many 
Years agone, been obliged by a mighty 
Power far greater than Herod's, even 
that of the Roman Empire, to quit the 
Land of their Inheritance. The Effects, 
the laſting Effects thereby produced 
upon them, we ſee with our Eyes at 
this day, namely, that they are ſubje- 10 
cted every where to the Nations, brought a 
into the unſettled, poor, precarious State t] 
of Sojourners, and Strangers; in which 
mean Condition too, next to Servitude, 2 
they muſt abide until he Word come W 
from God, and they be thereby quick- 7 
ned into Life and Motion. Awake, 


te 0 = ha of 0. err 


awake, put on ſtrength, O Zion, put on re 
| thy Garments of Vengeance firſt, and it 
| then afterwards, thy beautiful Raiment, 7 


O Feruſalem; Looſe thy Jelf form the A, 

Bands of thy Neck: ſhake thy ſelf from ex 

the duſt: ariſe, and fit down, O Captive 

Daughter of Zion: for henceforth there th 

ſhall no more come into thee the uncir- w 

cumciſed, and 4be unclean, Ia. lii. 1, w 
2. 
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2. The glorious Guardian Angel which 
brought home the natural Son FJeſus, 
ſhall in aftertimes be diſpatched from 
Heaven to call home the adoptive Son 
Iſrael; for by whom elſe ſhould the 
hr Trumpet be Blown, excepting 
y this Anz el, and then, as in the Text 
before cited, Ia. xxvii. 13. They 
ſhall come which were ready to periſh 
in the Land of Mria. When Michael, 
whom we will beg leave to ſtile the 
Lord's Lieutenant Angel, ſhall be com- 
miſſion d to place himſelf at the Head 
of them, then will the Spirit enter into 
the Dead, heartleſs H. 4A Na- 
tion will be born in a Day, and then 
one Jem ſhall ſtand againſt a T houſand, 
and two 7eme put ten Thouſand of 
their Enemies to Flight. 

Hoſea Chap. xiii. ver. 5. Vt Tam 
the Lord thy God from the Land of 
. Egypt, and thou ſhalt know no God but 
me: for there is no Saviour beſide me. 

In a Prophecy of Feremiah's delive- 
red to the Houſe of Fudah, we find 
it ſaid, Cap vii. 11. Is this Houſe 
which is called by my Name become 4a 
den of Robbers in your Eyes? Bebold, 
even I have ſeen it, ſaith the Lord. 

This Paſſage may not amiſs be 
thought to propheſie of, or at leaſt- 
wiſe to glance at the very thing which 
was tranſacted by our bleſſed Saviour, 

B Matt. 
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Matt. xxi. 13. Mark xi. 17. When 
lo! in his Human Nature and with his 
bodily Eye, he beheld the Frauds, Co- 
zenages, and diſhoneſt Practices of the 
Nummularii Money Changers, and o- 
thers, to wit, the Prieſts, who for their 
ſordid gain had brought the Market 
into the Temple, in ſelling there thoſe 
Sacrifices and Oblations to the People 
which before time were wont to be 
fold in the Forum of Jeruſalem, or o- 
ther proper Places. This I only- men- 
tion, to make way for a like Interpre- 
tation to be admitted of the Text above 
written. For, when Jeſus in his Hu- 
man Nature was brought out of that 
very Houſe of Bondage, where their Fore- 
Fathers had been; then above all 
other times it was moſt literally true | 
to be affirmed, Let I am the Lord thy 
God from the Land of Egypt, and thou 
ſhalt know mo God but me; fir there 2 
is no Saviour beſide me. In all thy Ex- | # 
changes of Countries and Places, in. all 
thy Wandrings from Mountain to Hill, | © 
thou ſhalt not meet with, thou ſhalt ! 
not be able to find any God, any De- I 
liverer but me. Oyantumois quaras, | } 
non cegnoſces neq; invenies Deum niſi 
Mme. 'Though thou ſeek, yet thou ſhalt 
not know, nor find any God but me, | © 
who can, et perdere d me recedentes, 
et ad me accedentes ſaltare; deſtroy 
thoſe 
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thoſe that depart from me, and ſave 
them that come to me. Dr. Pocock 
on the Place. By a Prophet the Lord 
brought Iſrael out of Egypt, and by a 
Prophet was he preſerved, Hol. xii. 13. 
The latter clauſe of this Prophecy 
may, as I ſhould think, and that with- 
out any Violence offer'd to the Text, 
be expounded of the Prence of Prophets, 
that greater Prophet, that greater Shep- 
herd than Moſes, by whom the Flock 
of God was all along fed, guided and 
governed after Moſes s Death. By the 
ſame great Shepherd of the Sheep, con- 


ſecrated by his own Blood to an ever- 


laſting Prieſthood, they are hitherto ſa- 
ved, and ſhall be ſo from the Nuau fs, 
1. e. Gates of Hell, or utter Deſtru- 
&ion. And again by this Melchiſedechical 
High Prieſt exalted into a King, they 
ſhall _ be redeemed. O Vrael, 
thou haſt defiroyed thy ſelf; but in me is 


T will be thy King, where is any 
other that mny ſave thee in all thy Ci- 


ties? Hoſe xiii. 9, 10. Which words 


no leſs than thoſe at ver. 4 may ſeem 
in their moſt genuine and proper mean- 
ing to deſign Chriſt Feſus as Incarnate, 
and now made Man. They indeed in 


the Parable, his own rebellious Sub- 


jets and Citizens, ſay peremptorily, Ve 
will not have this Man to reigu cover 
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ur. Yet he here faith, I will be thy 
King, where is any other that can ſave 
thee? They, his Citizens, would not ſo 
much as allow of his Title upon the 
Croſs. But Pilate ſaith, What I have 
Written, I have Mritten. However, take 
the Words in their moſt favourable and 
gracious Senſe, and ſo the Incarnate 
Feſus will be their King, that King 
whoſe Right Hand for their Sakes, 
ſhall teach him terrible Things. His 
Arrows being ſharp in the Heart of the 
Kings Enemies, and his Sword keen, 
whereby the People fall under him. 
Millions of Gog and Magogs Men at 
his triumphant Feet. Covering the 
Mountains with their Slain, and falling 
up the Vallies with their Dead, Pſal. 
cx. 6. But there are Enemies of a 
higher Nature yet, far more conſide- 
rable, and dangerous than theſe, to be 
ſubdued. Sin, Satan, Death and Hell. 
Wherefore the Lord ſpeaking ſometime 
to the holy One in Vifun, Pſal. Ixxxix. 
19. He faith, I have laid help upon 
one that is mighty to bear, I have exal- 
ted One choſen out of the People, A 
choice and choſen Man, whoſe own 
Perſonal Righteouſneſs ſhould ſuſtain him, 

Ta. lix. 19. A King, whoſe puiſſant 
Arm ſhould bring Sakoation to himſelf 
and others: declaring his Reſolution 


before Hand to all the infernal Powers 
of 
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of Darkneſs, ver. 14 I will ranſom them 
from the Power of the Grave: I will 
redeem them from Death: O Death, 
T will be thy Plagues, O Grave, I will 
be thy Deſtruttion; Repentance ſhall be 
hid from mine Eyes. Which conclu- 
ding Words of the Prophecy do like- 
wiſe reſpect the King of Iſrael as In- 
carnate, and clothed with that Body 
which' the Father had 1 for him, 
Heb. x. 5. in which alſo he wrought 
out our Salvation; for it was his Fleſh 
that be gave for the Life of the 
World, John vi. 51. By that full, per- 
fect and ſufficient Sacrifice ſo offered, 
he did Merit for himſelf and us, to 
have the Victory over all our Enemies; 
ſo that being freed from guilty Fears, 
we may now boldly give the Challenge, 
O Death, where is thy Sting? O Grave, 
where ts thy — by that glori- 
ous Atchievement of the Son of God, 
which filled the Mouths of his Pro- 
phets ſince the World began, but is now 
paſſed into Fact, both that Famous 
Oracle in J/azah, cap. xxv. 8. and 
this of Hoſea, which we have juſt now 
given you, were fulfilled. However, 
ſeeing the forementioned gracious Pro- 
miſes, that of calling bis Son out of 
Egypt, Hoſ. xi. ver. 1, and 11. And that 
other of Ranſoming them from the Hand 
of the Grave, cap. xiii. 14. Seeing that 

B 3 both 
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both theſe Prophecies pertain to E- 
phraim, as is apparent from the tenor 
of them; it may be made juſt matter 
of enquiry, who, where, and what Peo- 
ple they be, which are intended by 
Ephraim. To which Queſtion we make 
anſwer, Firſt, that there is an Ephraim 
among the Fews, thoſe I mean of the 
ten diſperſed Tribes, whoſe Spirit the 
Lord might ſtir up, and who had Encou- 
ragement and Opportunity of returning 
to Feruſalem with Zerubbabel, Ezra, 
or Nehemiah, after the Babyloniſh Cap- 
tivity. The Poſterity of which Mac- 
lites ſo returning, are at this Day 
mixed with the Fewiſh Body, and may 
properly enough be called by their an- 
cient Name Jſrae/ or Ephraim. Now 
that theſe, myſtically, (but Scriptural- 
ly, and truly) are in Egypt, hath been 
before aſſerted and prov'd. Yet, Second- 
_ ty, it muſt be confeſſed, that there is an 
Ephraim conſiſting of the main Body 
of the ten Tribes, who are ſwallowed 
up among the Northern and Eaſtern 
Nations of the World, Hof. viii. 8. And 
if it be asked here, what ſhall be done 
to theſe: I affirm that they ſhall be 
raiſed up by the power of God. The 
hoſt Tribes of the Houſe of Iſrael, are 
the ſubje& of this Reſtoration, or Re- 
ſurrection: for the Apoſtle ſays, that 
all Iſrael ſhall be ſaved, Rom. xi. 2 1 


1 
A certain number of all the Tribes 
were ſealed, Rev. cap. vii. Chriſt Feſus 
is appointed of the Father (who alſo 
counts it a light thing) to raiſe up the 
whole Houſe of Facob, Iſa. xlix. 6. The 
Land too, when effectually redeemed, 
by Meſſiah the Prince, out of the Hands 
of Aliens, is to be diſtributed to the 
Children of the whole Houſe of Vrael, 
according to their Tribes, Fzek. cap. 
xlviii. And once more, the Lord hath 
told us by his Prophet Feremiah, cap. 
XXX1. 1. that he will be the Grd of 
all the Families of Iſrael, and that they 
ſhall be his People. See alſo Chap. xxxiit. 
from ver. 7, to the end. The ſubjects 
of this great Redemption being ſtated, 
Redemption from Egypt, and the 
Grave. The next Queſtion is, concer- 
ning the manner of it: How they ſhall 
be reſtored, and by what means they 
ſhall ariſe, for Jacob is ſmall, and 
Vrael is leſs, he being not ſo much 
as a People. The Few indeed is not 
in his Grave, but he is without King, 
without Prince, without Prieſts, with- 
out Sacrifice, his Teairwus is diſſolv'd, 
the Potter's Veſſel is marr d upon the 
Wheel, and thrown by. Facob is ſmall, 
and hath no ſtrength to riſe, but Jfrael, | 
Ephraim is not found. How then ſhall By 
he be brought into Life and form again? = 
Anſwer, This will be done either firſt, 1 
B 4 by 
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by a Reſurrection in the moſt Literal 
Senſe of Soul and Body. For (not 
to mention the Reſurrettion of the dry 
Bones, Ezek. xxxvii. and that of Jaiab 
c. XxV, 8.) the Promiſe is made to E- 
phraim according to the Letter, Hoſ. 
xili. 14. T Ranſom them from the 
power of the Grave, &c. Comp. with 
1 Cor. xv. 54, 55. Or ſecondly, this 
great Work may be brought into effect 
by a Tlauyſwda *, that is, by being 
renate, and ſent into mortal Bodies fit- 
ted for a ſtate of Innocency, ſuch as 
Adam ſhould have enjoyed, in caſe he * 
had perſevered in his Obedience. When 
good Abraham with a ſingular Meek- 
neſs and Moderation and holy Indiffe- 
rence to the fair, and deſirable things 
of this World, did offer his Kinſman 
Lot to have his choice of the Lands 
that were then before them; it is ob- 
ſervable, that the faithful God keeping 
Covenant and Mercy, who had before 
| promiſed the Land of Canaan to this 
great Patriarch's Seed, Gen. xii. 7. did 
now punctually promiſe that he would 
give the ſame, (as the Words in the 
Letter carry it) no leſs to Abraham's 
Hell, than to his Children after him. 
Gen. xiii. 15. For all the Land which 
thou ſeeft, to "Thee will I give it, and 
to thy Seed fir cover. Aſlurance more- 
over 


»The Tlanyſzreoiz is not by me very Dogm#tie 
ally propoſed, but left in Medie as a Speculation, 
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over is given ver. 16. that his Poſte- 
rity ſhould be as the duft of the Earth, 
ſo that if a Man can number the Duft of 
the Earth, then ſhould his Seed allo be num- 
bred. Now this Man's Sced, though for- 
merly Great, Populous, and Bleſſed, yet is 
not now, to be ſure, nor indeed hitherto 
ever was ſo great, Numerous, and Bleſ- 
ſed withal, as here is intimated, and 
cap. xv. 7. Where they are equalled 
in Number to the Stars of Heaven, and. 
cap. xxii. 179. To the Sand which is 
upon the Sea-ſhore. That the Promiſe 
was made to Abraham ſtrictly and per- 
ſonally in the Senſe by me underſtood, 
may be probably conjectur d from hence; 
God faith to him, Gen. xiii. 17. Ariſe, 
walk through the Land, in the Length 
of it, and in the Breadth of it, for I 
will give it unto thee. God will give 
it him, not to abide in quietly for a 
Seaſon, or to be there under the Divine 
Protection for term of Life: No, but 
in ſome time known to the Almighty, 
in ſome Age or other, it ſhall be actu- 
ally in his Poſſeſſion, and he ſhall have 
it for an Inheritance. For conſider, after 
that great act of Faith which conſti- 
tuted Abraham, being then in Uncircum- 
ciſion, the Pather of the Faithful, whe- 
ther Fetus or Gentiles: Immediately 
upon that act of his Recorded, Gen. 
xv. 6. God makes bim this Promiſe, ver. 
7. And he ſaid unto him, I am the 3 
Hat 
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that brought thee out of Ur of the Chal- 
dees, to give thee this Land to inherit - 
it. Hereupon Abraham asks, Lord 
God, bow ſhall I inherit? Now the 
Sign following from ver. 9, to ver 15. 
where we have theſe Words; And 
thou ſhalt go to thy Fathers in Peace 
thou ſhalt be buried in a good Old Age. 
'This Sign, or Sacrament, I confeſs, 
given here to Abraham, as to the man- 
ner how, proves no more than that he 
ſhould inherit Canaan in his Seed, his 
own Death 1 by God Al- 
mighty at the e time, and conſe- 
quently, it is an Aſſurance only of 
that former Promiſe, Gen. xii. 7. to 
the contents of which, his Seed, and 
not he himſelf at that time, was Enti- 
tuled. But then I ſay further, that 
this excellent Perſon, under whom we 
Gentiles claim a Bleſſing, had after 

this another Sign, which did very pro- 
bably portend, yea more, aſcertain to 
him the thing which we are now plead- 
ing for, is. An actual and perſonal 
Poſſeſſion of Canaan. See Gen xxii. 15, 
16, 17. The Sacrificing of Jaac (for 
neither Abraham nor his Son thought 
otherwiſe) this great, this hard thing, 
however inconſiſtent with, or contrary 
to his former overtures, was yet what 
God commanded; accordingly they 
both of them obey: In the mean while, 
T/aac 
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Jaac receiveth his Soul again, for lo, 
it was even gone from him, being given 
to God by his own ſpecial Act. This 
Man killFd, is by a means unknown and 
unexpected made alive, being entred- 
in, he is ſuddenly brought out of the 
Eclipſe and Shadow of Death, to live 
in the Land of Canaan, promiſed at 
that time; from which ſtrange Event, 
Arabam had a hint given him to be- 
lieve, yea, asthe Friend of God, 2 Chron. 
xx. 7. He might probably be let into 
this Secret, and underitand, that after 
a Temporal real Death paſſed upon 
him, the Lord in his own good time 
would give even himſelf Inveſtiture, 
and find means to put him into that 
very Inheritance, Body and Soul, ac- 
cording to the moſt obvious Senſe of 
the Promiſe before cited, Gen. xv. 7. 
And here (which favoureth ſuch our 
Suppoſition) it muſt be granted, that 
this is not a Thing abſurd, unbeſeem- 
ing, or any ways unworthy of God to 
Nor again, is it a thingdiſp ropor- 
tioned to Faith, exceeding Belief, or 
any how diſcrepant and diſagreeing to 
the ſtate, Condition, or Circumſtances 
of that great Patriarch; but on the 
other Hand, is rather what comporteth 
very well with them, eſpecially ſince 
he had not that recompenſe of reward 
in this World, which from thoſe gra- 
cious 
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cious and ample Promiſes made to him 
by El Shaddai, the holy and all-ſufh- 
cient One, might be expected. For A. 
braham was in Journeyings often, in 
Perils often, in his own account, and 
confeſſedly no better than a Pilgrim 
and Sojourner in that famous Land of 

Promiſe, where exerciſed alſo with man 
Temptations. Fob was greatly afflicted, 
David tofſed up and down like the Locuſts, 
Daniel carried into Captivity, moſt of 
the Prophets perſecuted or ſlain. Theſe 
with many other of thoſe ancient Wor- 
thies, either Sufferers for, or dying in 
the Faith, are ſaid by the Apoſtle to 
the Hebrews, cap. xi. 10,16. to have 
fix d their Thoughts upon a better 
Country, and to have ſought for a Ci- 
ty which hath Foundations, (twelve 
Foundations, Rev. xxi. 14.) hoſe Buil- 
der and Maker is God. And what 
other Place can we imagin this to be, 
than that eminent City prepared againſt 
the Millennium; even the New Je- 
ruſalem, which St John ſaw coming 
down from God out of Heaven, Rom 
as a Bride adorned for her Husband, © 
Rev. xxi. 2. | 
There are Numbers of Souls, infinite 
Numbers of them lodg'd in Abraham's 
Boſom, ſo ardent in their deſires, ſo 
thirſty in their Expectations, and long- 
ings after the Age to come; that they 
have 
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have been thought by the ancient 
Fathers to ſtayd in need of a Refrjge- 
rium, to abate the impatiency they la- 
boured under. Theſe, with the great 
Father of the Faithful at their Head, 
are evermore intent upon the matter, 
looking forth, quaſi exerto capite, and 
liſtening after the coming of the Bride- 
groom, as being unwilling to loſe the 
ſmalleſt ſound of their Maſters Feet. 
Upon whoſe inſtant coming down from 
Heaven, or a little before that, we do 
ſuppoſe them commanded into a Para- 
diſiacal happy World, 3. e. appointed 
for a Tleaayſerro/e, or new Birth, when 
alſo they ſhall be united to beautiful, 
and well form'd Bodies, ſufficient to ren- 
der their Conditions bleſſed. Then ſhall 
the greatly beloved Daniel ſtand in his 
Lot*. But go thou thy way till the 
end be: for thou ſbalt reſt, and ſtand in thy 
Lot, at the end of the Days, Dan. xii. 13. 
Then, in that latter glorious Day, 
ſhall Zob ſee his Redeemer ſtanding 
on the Earth; ſee him, I fay, tuller 
and better than Jacob did when he 
wreſtled with him in the Twilight, and 
was not ſuffered to look upon him by 
open Day. Briefly, when he Son of 
Man ſhall come in the manner holy 
Daniel hath deſcrib'd him, cap. vii. 14, 
&c. To take the Kingdom, and be 

an- 
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* i.e, Lot of Judah, Exil. xlviii. 7. Dan. i. 6. 
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anointed Lord over the whole Earth: 
we cannot imagine otherwiſe than 
that he ſhould be accompanied with 
_ vaſt Numbers of his Saints, eſpeciall 
ſince he is conſtituted by God, t rule 
in the midſt of his Enemies, Pſal. ex. 
2. and with a gentle Hand, to reign. 
over his People. It may not poſſibly 
be thought impertinent altogether to 
have caſt in this Note here, 8s. That 
the Tranſlation of the laſt Verſe of 
the Book of Job, according to the Sep- 
tuagint or Greek Verſion of the Bible, 
runs thus, Fob xlii. 179. $0 Job died, 
being Old, and full of Days. * But it is 
Written that he ſhall riſe again with thoſe 
whom the Lord raiſes up. 

The Greek Word here Avime,, 
ſignifies Stare facio, erigo; to raiſe a 
Man up, and ſet him on his Feet. 
Which thing may be done as well — 
a reciviſcence, or returning into Fle 
again, as by a ſtrict and proper Reſur- 
rection of the former Body. Thirdly, 
The dead Ephraim, i. e. Captivated ten 
Tribes, may be cauſed to come up out 
of their Graves, Ezek. xxxvii. 12. The 
ary Bones of the Houſe of Iſrael, re- 
preſented as lying in an open Valley, 
ver. 2 may be clothed again with Fleſh 
and Sinews, ver. 6. in this way, name- 
he: ly, 
* Tea $8 'avrey . avagnates wel" joy © 
Kugres viene. 9 
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ly, by a Renaſcency of them in their 
Poſterity, even as the Old Rebellious 
Race that came up out of Ægypt, and 
wandered in the Wilderneſs forty Years, 
were pemitted to enter into that good 
Land of Promiſe, no other ways than 
in the Perſons of their Children. The 
like thing may poſſibly be intended by 
Ezekiel's Viſion, and give us to under- 
ſtand, that as the Bleſſed Millennium 
ſhall draw near; The new generation 
then living, .and ſprung up — the 
former Jrael through a long ſucceſſion 
of Ages, whether hid in Perſia, China, 
Tartary, Mogo!, &c. ſhall previouſly 
to their Reſuſcitation be made ſenfi- 
ble of their true Original, with their 
priſtine State and Dignity from whence 
they are fallen. Which great thing, 
ſince it can't be effected without a Mi- 
racle, God therefore will reveal himſelf 
to them. By which ſupernatural means 


it will be ſeen, that they who by rea- 
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ſon of the many, and great Revolu- 
tions paſs'd over their Heads, had quite 
forgotten their own Extract, ſhall, Ne- 
buchadnezzar-like, come to the Know- 
ledge of themſelves again; and thence 
be enabled to /ook back to the Rock from 
whence they were hewn, to the hole of 
the pit from whence they were digged, 
Ifa. li. 1. In a Word, their Eyes being 
opened, their Hearts humbled by fre- 
quent 
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quent Humiliation, Fer. xxxi. 9. and 
their Spirits rowzed up by the hing 
of the great Trumpet, they ſhall Flow 
together from all Places. 'The Lord 
in that Day having caus'd his Han- 
dards to be ſet up, 1/a. xlix. 21. lix. 
19. and Ixii. 10. Behold, they are 
brought upon Horſes, and Dromeda- 
ries, and Camels, yea and upon the 
ſhoulders of the Gentiles, who ſhall be 
even proud to aſſiſt and carry them 
homewards to their own Country. 

Ifa. chap. iv. ver. 1. And in that 
Day, ſeven Women ſhall take hold of 
one Man, ſaying, We will eat our own 
Bread, and wear our own Apparel, on- 


ly let us be called by thy Name to tale 


away our Reproach. 

This Verſe is generally, though 
wrongfully, interpreted in malam par- 
tem. The Commentators, ſo many as 
I have ſeen of them, do judge it to be- 
long to the Prophecy in the foregoing 
Chapter. But, in Truth, it doth not, 
and therefore ſhould be taken and ex- 
pounded in bonam partem. For it be- 
longs to the following gracious and 
truly Evangelical Prophecy. Wherefore, 
(as I humbly conceive) it ſpeaks thus 
much; that when God ſhall appear in his 
Glory, to bind up the Breach of his Peo- 
ple, and take away the grievous Rebuke 
and Shame which they lie under. The 

| Na- 
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Nations of the World, ſeeing them ſo 
highly favoured, and dignified by the 
Almighty, will thereupon be the more 
abaſed in their own Eyes, as a People 
much inferior to them in Privileges; 
ſo, that out of very Emulation, ſecen 
Women, i. e. ſeven Ladies of Honour, 
ſeven Princeſſes ſhall take hold of one 
Man, the Marriage Bed of a Few 
being courted for the ennobling of their 
Blood. Ve twill eat our can Bread, 
ſay. they, and wear our own Claths, only 
let us be called by thy Name, to take 
away the reproach of our Gentiliſm. 
Jerem. xxxi. ver. 15, 16, 17. Thus 
faith the Lord, A Viice was heard in 
Ramab, Lamentation, and bitter Weep- 
ing; Rachel weeping for her Children, 
refuſed to be comforted for her Chil- 
aren, becauſe they were not. 

Thus ſaith the Lord, Refrain thy 
Voice from weeping, and thine Eyes 
from Tears: for thy Works ſhall be 
rewarded, ſaith the Lord, and they 
ſhall come again from the Land of the 
Enemy. 

And there is hope in thine end, ſaith 
the Lird, that thy Children ſhall come 
again to their cwn Border. 

Theſe Words are part of a moſt 
comfortable, Evangelical Prophecy, be- 
ginning at the 18th Verſe ot the for- 
mer Chapter, and reaching to the end 


of 
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of this. The Bleffing moreover that 


is exhibited and predicted in this Pro- 
phecy is as yet, for the main part 


thereof, future: for certainly, under the 


Deliverance of the Fews by Cyrus, 
a farther and much greater Salvation 
than that is inſinuated and foretold, vis. 
Je Churches Reſtoration and Exal- 


tation in Criſt. As after the Babyb. 


niſh Captivity, the People of God were 
reduced 'from all parts and quarters 
into their own Land in quiet; ſo ſhall 
it be done again in the latter Days, 
but much more abundantly, with great- 
er Obſcrvation, and in a more reſplendent, 
ample and glorious Manner than ever. 
Chriſt's Deliverance out of Herod's bloo- 
dy Hands, and eſpecially his ſafe recon- 
duction and return back from # 
is in the Fact thereof, a viſible Promiſe 
and Prophecy, an Aftipulation and A 
ſurance on God's part, an earneſt in 
Hand as it were, that a full Delive- 
rance ſhall be given to the diſperſed 
and oppreſſed of Iſrael, when the ſeventy 
grand Weeks ſhall be completed; to 
which Veet, the ſeventy Years of 
their firſt Captivity may perhaps have 
ſome remote aſpe&t and alluſion. 
Matt. ii. ver. 16, 17, 18. Then 
Herod when he ſaw that he was mock- 
ed of the Miſe Men, was exceeding 
Myroth, and ſont forth, and flew all m_ 
Chi 
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Children that were in Bethlehem, and in 
all the Coaſts thereof, from two Tears old 
and under, according to the time which 
he had diligently enquired of the Wiſe Men. 

Then was fulfilled that which was 
ſpoken by Jeremy ihe Prophet, ſaying, 

In Rama was there a Vice 
heard, Lamentation and JWeeping, and 
great Mourning, Rachel weeping for 
her Children, and would not be Comfor- 
ted, becauſe they are not. 

The Words may be read, In Ramah 
hath been heard a Vice of Lamenta- 
tion, &c. Rachel had occaſion given 
her to Weep for Foſeph's ſake when 
Ephraim was carried away Captive 
by Salmaneger, and when her other 
Son, prophetically named by her Benoni, 
a Son of Sorrows, was {lain in the Wars, 
and led into Captivity by Nebuchad- 
nezzar: ſhe had then another and 
a freſher Occation given her to ſhed 
Tears. And now gain de noco, Herod's 
killing the Infants at Bethlehem, and 
all round about: this mult be conceived 
as an Addition ſtill to the matter of 
her Lamentaticn, and a further ful- 
filling of Feremiab's Words. Yet this 
Infant-Slaughter was but a foretaſt 


as it were, a ſlight Skirmiſh, and Pro- 


luſion, in compariſon of the vaſt Slaush- 
ter, Murder, and Havock which ſhould be 


wade of her Children, i. e. Ben amin 


C '2 (no 
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(no leſs than Fudah) by the Roman 
Armies : which laſt ſad ſubject for La- 
mentation and Tears may deſervedly 
be thought to take in the whole Ex- 
tent, and exhauſt the full Meaning 
of the Prophecy However it were, 


that Herod's Cruelty might give the 


hint, and wery well ſerve, for bringing 
to mind theſe words of Feremiah, 
In Rama was there a Voice heard, &c. 
Yet certainly thoſe few Children, com- 
paratively, which that Tyrant flew, 


as it was not an irreparable loſs (for 


more of them within' a few Years 
might be begotten in the ſame Land) 


To neither on the other Hand, may 


it be thought to have been the chief 
cauſe of Rachel's exceſſive Weeping, and 


her refuſing to be Comforted ; no, a much 


weightier Reaſon for it, was doubtleſs 
comprehended in the Prophecy ; I mean, 
that ſweeping Deſtruction which not 
many Years after betel both Fudah 
and Benjamin too. The Lord ſending 
among them his four ſore Fudements, 


the Sword, and the Famine, and the 


noiſome Beaſt, and the Peſtilence, till 
they were conſumed. Ephraim almoſt wa- 
ſted to nothing, may in right ſorrow- 
ful Ditties bemoan himſelf, 7 have 
ſurely heard Ephraim bemoaning him- 


ſelf thus, Thou haſt chaſtiſed me, and I 
was Chaſtiſed as a Bu#lock unaccu- 


ftomed 
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| flomed to the Toke, &c. Ephraim may 


break his Heart with grief; and Rache/ 
weep like thoſe, 1 Sam. xxx. 4. Who 


lift up their Voice, and wept till they 


had no more power to weep. But where 
ſhall Ephraim or Rachel find Remedy 


or Relief under ſuch their inconſolable 


Sorrows? In this ſurely, in ſomething 
which the matter of Fatt recorded by 
St. Mathew ſuggeſteth to our Minds, 
cap. ii. 20. Ariſe, take the Nung Child 
and his Mother, and go into the Land 
of Tfrael © for they are dead which ſought 
the young Child's Life. Behold, here 
is the Solamen Primum movens. T hey 
are dead which ſought the Child's Life. 
If there be any good reaſon to think, 
that Epraim ſhall ever live again; it 
is becauſe Feſus lives, John xiv. 19. 
Let the Floods clap their Hands, and 
let the Hills be joyful together. For 
this, let the Heavens rejoyce, and let the 
Earth be glad. "That the Dragon in 
Herod, notwithſtanding all his Watch- 
fulneſs, was out-watched by the Angel, 


 over-watched by that All-ſeeing Eye 


which neither ſlumbers nor ſleeps; in- 
ſomuch that he could not obtain to 
deſtroy the Woman's Birth. This great 
Providence of God's is both Fphraim's 
and Fudah's, Rachel's and Leah's ſe- 
curity too, that they ſhall recover the 
loſs of Children, and ſo all Tears, upon 

C 3 that 
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that account, being wiped away fram 
their Eyes, they ſhall ſweetly and qui- 
etly enjoy their own Country, which 


alſo they ſhall fill and over-fill with 


a vaſtly numerous Increaſe, an unboun- 
ded Stock, breaking forth on the right 
Hand and on the left, Iſa. liv. 2, 3. 
That the Lord will put a final Period 
to the many Wanderings, and ſore 
Travails of his People, that he will 
once more turn for them, their Mourn- 
ing into Dancing. For Proof of this, I 
ſay, we need go no further tham the Pro- 
phecy as quoted by the Evangeliſt St. 
Matthew from Feremiah. 

Thus ſaith the Lord, Refrain thy Voice 
from Weeping, and thine Eyes from 
Tears: for thy Works ſhall be rewarded, 
ſaith the Lord, and thou ſhalt come 
again trom the Land of the _—_— 

And there is hope in thine End, ſaith 
the Lord, that thy Children ſhall come a- 
gain to their own burger, Jer. xxxi. 16, 17. 

Bleſſed is the Man whom thou chaſten- 
e, O Lord, and teacheſt him out cf thy 


Law: That thou mayeſt give bim reſt 


from the days of adverſity, until the Pit he 
digged, fir the Wicked, Pſal. xciv. 12, 13. 

Obſerve how the mournſul is ſuc- 
coeded by the joyful Part. Happy art 
thou, O Jfrael: who is like ums thee, O 
Pecple ſaved of the Lord, the ſhield 


of thy Help, and who is the R 
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of thy Excellency? And thine Enemies 
ſhall be found Liars unto thee, and thou 
ſhalt tread upon their High Places, 
Deut. xxxiii. 29. 

To conclude this Diſſertation, I offer for 
probable, that the Lord's Inauguration, 
or rather, his Coronation, when he 
receives Inveſtiture of his Earthly King- 
dom, together with Royal Unition there- 
upon: Such his Coronation, I ſay, will 
be attended and honoured, 1. with a 
ſtrict, proper, and real Reſurrection of 
the Antediluvian Saints, the Martyrs 
for God's holy Worſhip, and Word of 
Truth under the Law, as alſo the Mar- 
tyrs for his holy Worſhip and Word of 
Truth under the Goſpel. () 
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(4) After that the fury of the Lord ſhall have 
been 3 forth upon the laſt of the four grand 
Deſolators of his People, Zan. ix. 27. when the 
mighty Sinners of this World ſhall be caſt into 
Hades, and lo, there is by ſuch means a great Void 
cauſed in the Earth, Ia. xxiv. 1. Upon theſe, or 
the like Exigencies however happening; it hath been 
taken for The Office of the Ales to fend down 
* thoſe new Coloni, as Philo calls them, which ad- 
© ded to well diſpoſed Sozz/s, might enable them to 
recover Heaven, from whence they were ſuppoſed 
to have fallen; and this eſpecially when the Abyos 
* himfelf was to undertake the years (that is Pla- 
e' s word) the Helm of the World in his 072 
* Perſon, which was judged to be at the beginning 
of the Golden Age. This is therefore the ou 
* Progenies from Heaven in Virgil, Eclog. 2. vid. 
Dodwell's Epiſtol. Diſc. of Soul and Spirit, pag. 
25. 
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} 2. It will be accompanied with a 
4 Terry ſ.y:oiz, in Which Abraham, with all, 
'Y and only the Souls lodged in his Boſom, 
| will deſcend down into Earthly, Ter- 
reſtrial Bodies, in order to make their 
Abode in this World, during the Bliſs- 
ful Reign of him who is wax Pater 
Seculi venturi, If this ſhould not be; 
yet, 3. Meſſiab's Reign will for a 
iþ certainty be attended with the Con- 
78 verſion and Exaltation of the Jews 
q whoſe peaceful Triumphs the Hulneſs 
[; of the Gentiles will adorn, when long 
1 Life, and Halcyon, happy days ſhall 
be the ſettled Portion of God's People. 
[4 | Hence it is, that in the Scriptures, 4 
|| Tree is put for the Emblem of their 
il Duration, 1/a. Ixv. 22. So likewiſe Pſa]. 
l} i. 3. And he ſhall be like a Tree planted 
{| by the Rivers of Vater, that bringeth 
forth his Fruit in his Seaſon, And again, 
Pſal. xcvi. 12, 13. Then ſhall all the 
Trees of the Mood rejoyce before the 
Lord. — But what Tree may beſt be- 
fit this purpoſe? what ſprightly, vigorous 
Plant ſhill we make Choice of to be the 
Picture of their Stability, and Permanen- 
cy in Life and Verdure ? The inimi- 
table Spencer hath given us a Liſt of 
the chief of them. 


The failing Pine, the Cedar, proud and tall, 
The Vine-prop Elm, the Poplar never dry, 
The builder Oak, ſole King of Foreſts all, 
The Aſpine good for ſtaves, the Cypreſs _ 
The 


(41) 


The Laurel meed of mighty Conquerors, 

And Pocts'ſage, the Fir that weepeth ſtill, 

The Willow worn of forlorn Paramours, 

The Eugh, obedient to the bender's will, 

The Bir. for Shafts, the Sallow for the Mill, 
The Myrrh ſweet, bleeding in the bitter Wound, 
The warlike Beech, the Ath for nothing ill, 

The fruitful Olive, and the Plantane round 

The carver Holm, the Maple ſeldom inward ſound. 
| Legend 1. Canto 1. 


The Blaſting of this mighty People 
was long ago prefigured by Jaiah 
under the Emblem of an Oak, whoſe 
Leaf fadeth, and as a Garden that 
hath no Water, cap. i. 30. But we 
find alſo that their Reflouriſhing is ſet 
forth to us by the 2 Greenneſs 
of the Fijr-tree, Hol. xiv. 8. Ephraim 
ſhall ſay— Jam like a green Fir. tree. 
From me, ſaith God, is thy Fruit found. 
Their future Proſperity is alſo repre- 
ſented by the noble height of the Cedar, 
a Tree no leſs celebrated for its Fra- 
grancy, laſtingneſs and ſtrength, the 
Timber thereof never decaying. Hence 
the Adage, Cedro perennius, in alluſion 
to the Qualities of this ſtately Plant, 
it is that te ſweet Pſalmiſt of Iſrael 
ſaith, The Righteous ſhall flouriſh like 
the Palm tree: he ſhall grow like a Ce- 
dar in Lebanon. 

T hoſe that be planted in the Houſe of 
the Lord ſhall flouriſh in the Courts 
of our God. T hey ſhall ftill bring forth 
Fruit in Old-4ze: they ſhall be Fat 
and Flouriſhing, To 
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To ſhew that the Lord is uprieht: 
he is my Rock, and there is no Un- 


I4, 15. 

1 chap. v. ver. 6. Wherefore 
a Lion out of the Foreſt ſhall /lay them, 
and a Walf of the Evening ſhall ſpoil 
them, a Leopard ſhall watch over their 
Cities: every one that goeth out thence 


| (hall be torn in pieces: becauſe their 


Tranſgreſſions are many, and their Back- 
ſlidings are increaſed. 

In this Chapter the Prophet com- 
plains of the General Corruption of 
all eſtates and degrees among the Fes, 
particularly of the Scarcity of juſt 
Magiſtrates, ver. 1. Rum ye to and fro 
through the Streets of Feruſalem, and 
ſee now and know, and ſeek in the broad 
Places thereof, if ye can find a Man, if 
there be any that executeth Fudgment, 
that ſceketh the Truth, and I will par- 
Aon it, He takes notice farther of 
their Perjuries, as alſo of their deep 
Hypocriſy in an unſound Profeſſion of 
the true God, ver. 2. And tho they 
fay, The Lord liveth, ſurely they ſwear 
falſly. This Wickedneſs alſo is univer- 
ſal, of great and ſmall, high and low, 
Rich and Poor, ver 4, and 5. To which 
add, laſtly, their Impenitency and In- 
corrigibleneſs. They have refuſed to re- 
ceive Correction, they have made their 

Faces 
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Faces harder thau a Rock. And now 
what ſhall we ſay? When the Lord 
is thus inſulted and defianc'd, when he 
is preſs'd as it were under the Weight 
of his People's Sins, as à Cart is prels d 
that is full of Sheaves, Am. ii, 13. The 
Lord may groan under that Burden far 
a While, but at laſt he will throw it 
off; 4b, I will eaſe me of my Adverſaries, 
T will avenge me of mine Enemies, Iſa. 


i. 24 And ſo we find it here, a heavy 


Judgment, and that a laſting one, which 
can be removed by nothing but what 
is the removal of their Sins; a laſting 
and heavy Judgment is denounced a- 
gainſt the Houſe of Judab, which alone 
was left of ail the Tribes, for Ephraim 
was gone into Captivity. And as touches 
ing this dreadful Commination, if with 
Jaiab, one ſhould put the Queſtion, 
and ſay, Lord, how long? Cap. vi. 
11. The anſwer would be as there, 
Until the Cities be waſted without Inha- 
bitants, and the Houſes without Man, and 
the Land be utterly deſolate. 

And the Lord bade removed Men far 
away, and there be great forſaking in the 
midſt of the Land. 

It hath been remarked, that. the 
Perſian and Grecian Monarchies, were 
ſomewhat favourable and friendly to 
the Affairs of the Fews, who enjoyed 
peaceable Seaſons, and & proſperous 

run 
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run of Days, whilſt thoſe Empires con- 
tinued ; [excepting that the King of S- 
ria, eſpecially the Antiochus's, were upon 
Occaſions great Perſecutors, and ſore 
Enemies unto them. Yet as the Pro- 
phecy in Daniel hath it, they were Bol. 
pen with a little help againſt their Ad- 
verſaries, by a Divine Hand encou- 


raging and ſtrengthening the Maccabees, 


who did Exploits, Dan. xi. 32, 33, 34. 
Which being Preface enough for my 
preſent Deſign, I proceed directly to an 
Explication of the Prophecy. JWhere- 
fore a Lion out of the Foreſt ſhall ſlay 
them, and a olf of the Evening ſhall 
ſpoil them, a Leopard ſhall watch over 
their Cities: every one that goeth out 
thence ſhall be torn in pieces: becauſe 


their Tranſgereſſions are many, and their 


Back/lidings are increaſed. 

The Commentators taking it, one af- 
ter the other, apply all that is contain- 
ed in this Verſe to Nebuchadnezzar, 
as if he and his Army were deſcribed 
under theſe ſeveral Similitudes : The 


Lion, for Example, denoting his Cou- 


rage, Power, and Pride, in inſulting 
over his Prey : 'The Evenings greedy Wolf 
they ſay, ſhew his ravenouſneſs and un- 
ſatiableneſs, (one of them devouring 
abundance of Sheep) And he is compa- 
red laſtly, to the Leopard, for his Vi- 
gilancy, Agility, Strength, ang 
an 
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and all this under the Metaphor of three 
kinds of Beaſts of Prey. Thus the Ex- 
poſitors; but I am very much inclin'd 
to think, that no fewer than three 
Capital Enemies of God's ſinful People 
are here intended. And firſt, the Lion 
is indeed Nebuchadnezzar King of 
Babylon with his Chaldean Army from 
Syria, and the Foreſt of Libanus, woo- 


dy Places: Thus Jer. iv. 7. The Lion 


is come up from his Thicket, and the 
Deſtroyer of the Gentiles is on his way, 
Be is gone forth from his Place, to make 
thy Land deſolate, and thy Cities ſhall be 
laid waſte without an Inhabitant. Se- 
condly, By the Wolf of the Evenings, or, 
as the Yulear Latin hath it, Lupus ad 
Veſperam, is meant the next grand De- 


ſtroyer to the King of Babylon (for two 


of the famous four Monarchies did fa- 
vour the Fews) The next remarkable 
Deſtroyer therefore after Babylon is 
Rome, whoſe firſt Founder and King 
was Romulus, who, as the Story went 
currant anciently among the Romans, 
had a She-Woff for his Dam. 

Thus Propertins lib. 2. Eleg. viii. ad 
Amicum. 


a 


Cur exempla petam Graium? Tu Criminis auctor, 


Nutritus duro, Romule latte Lupe. 
Ro- 
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Romulus and Remus being Twins, were 
by the orders of their cruel Uncle A 
rulius, commanded to be drowned in the 
Tyber; but they ſomehow eſcaping 
their hard Fate, were found naked 
upon the River's bank, and reported to 
have been ſucked by a She-Wolf. Hence 
thoſe pretty Verſes of Ovid s, Faſtey. 
Lib. 2» v 4 | | 
Venit ad Expofitos mirum) lupa feera gemellos 

Quis credat pueris non nocuiſſe feram ? 
Non nocuiſſe parum eſt, prodeſt quoq; quos lupa nutrit, 
Perdere cognatæ ſuſlinuere manuns 
Conſtitit, & cauda teneris blan ditur alumnis, 

Et lingit lingua Corpora bina ſua | 
Marte ſatos ſcires: timor abfuir, ubera ducunt: 
Nec ſibi promiſſi lactis aluntur pe. 6 


Lucius Florus the Hiſtorian, Martial, 
Fuvenal, Claudian and other of the 
Poets, bring this ſtory into their Verſes, 
as Occaſion ſerves. It is thought that 
Laurentia, Wife of Fanfiulus the King's 


Herdsman, (nick-nam'd Lupa by the 


Shepherds, for her being a Harlot) was 
the Foſter-Mother of theſe Children, 
and that in memory of the Fact that 
looſe, lewd Feftival, called Luperralia, 
was inſtituted. Which Ludi, Annual 
Plays, laſted till 4. D. 496. when 
Pope Gelafſins got them aboliſhed. This 
very ancient Solemnity is mentioned by 
Ooid in the ſame Lib. 2. Faſtor. 


Illa 
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Hia loco nomen fecit: locus ipſe lupercis, 
Magna dati nutrix premia lactis habet. 
Romuli nutrix Lupa honoribus eſt affecta di vinis. 
| Lattant. Lib. 1. cap. iv. 


Some have afforded real credit to the 
old Fable, that the Twin- Brothers, Ro- 
mulus and Remus, were ſo nouriſhed 
in their Infancy; as ſhould ſeem by 
what N. Lloyd reports in his Hiſtorico- 
poetical Dictionary. Non deſunt tamen 
qui veram belluam Romuli nutricem 
velint fuiſſe, non autem proſtitutam 
Laurentiam. For which he quotes Hra- 
bo lib. 5. Juſtin with Dempſter's Emen- 
aations, lib. 38. and Pliny lib. 8. cap. 
17. | | 
"7 he next thing by us to be conſi- 
dered, is the Signification of the Hebrew 
Words, D 23 which no way diſſerveth 
dur conjecture, for let it be tranſlated 
according to our Fpg/jſh Verſion, Even- 
ings- Wolf, it may import that « rapa- 
cious, hungry J/off in the Evening, or 
San-Set of their Civil State, ſhould lay 
waſt their City, devour its Inhabitants, 
and cauſe an univerſal Deſolation among 
them. But indeed as the Mornings na- 
turally connote the Eaſt, and the Even» 
ings the Weſt, becauſe the Sun riſeth 
in the Eaſt, and ſetteth in the Weft ; 
therefore N may according to the 
Cryptick, yet very and true Senſe of 
the Prophecy, ſignify Lupus ad ocra- 


Jum, 


1 


ſum, vel ab occidente. 4A Wolf from 
the Weft, ſo Dan. c. viii. 5. An He-goat 


from the Weſt. The Hebrew is n 


and again MIW2I 281: is tranſlated by the 
Septuagint * in que Mee3, in the Weſtern 
parts, or Plains on the Meſt of Moab, 
Num. xxii. 1. Rome then, as I have 
been endeavouring to ſhew, is that Wof 
of the Evenings, or Wolf of the Weſt, 
which through God's juſt Judgments 
(whereof his People always had due 


Warning) was ſuffered, yea, perhaps, 


for this very end raiſed. up to kill thoſe 
Rebellious eros with the Sword, i. e. 
flay the . Sheep of his Paſture, called 
therefore, when appointed to utter 
Deſtruction for their Impenitence, the 


Flock of Slaughter, Lechar. c. xi, 7. Of 


whom having usd the laſt means to- 
wards them, God faith, ver. 9. That 
that dieth let it die, and that that 
is to be cut off, let it be cut off; and 
let the reft eat, every one the Fleſh 
of another. This is that devoted Flock, 
which the Wolves of [taly were called 
in to devour. What they could not 
eat themſelves, they gave to the Fowls 
of the Air, and Beaſts of the Field; 
what was not for their own uſe, they 
trampled under Feet; and the reſidue 
of this unhappy Flock they have ſcat- 
ter'd abroad upon a thouſand Hills, 
Thirdly, I ſtick not to affirm in the 

| next 
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next Place, that the Turk is here de- 
ſcribed to us under the Figure of a 
Leopard; for he exactly anſwereth 
to the Qualities of that Beaſt. And 
again, he is every way well accom- 
modated for the Performance of God's 
Work, which alſo he doth very ef- | 
fectually, (although he know it not) | 
and mult do fo until the time appoin- | 
ted. Of this Warlike, politick and | 
powerful People, one may truly ſay, l 
that, take them in the Lump, and | 
they are a Generation ſpotted in their | 
Morals, nay, even their Religion 15 1 
Ring-ftraked and ſpeckled ; it being un- | 
skilfully contrived out of Gentiliſin, = 
Fudaiſm, and Chriſtianiſm. . Leopard 
and Tigre-like, they are moſt furious 
in their aſſaults, and where they can I 
prevail, cruel and barbarous in their | 
Treatment of thoſe vanquiſh'd enſlaved | | 
miſerable Creatures that fall into their | 
Hands; they being for the moſt part 1 

' 

; 


Soldiers, (like unto that Beaſt for 
reſemblance) there is a certain Fierce- i 
neſs and brutality in their Carriage, 1 
whether it be to their own ſavage kind, 
or Men of other Nations and Religions. 1 
Beſides ſome Qualities which it hath in - | 
common with the untamed Wild kind, 1 
the Leopard is eſpecially remarkable 

for theſe, 0jz. its ſwift Traverſe over 1 
Hills and Dales, through Plains and | 


D PForeſts, 
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Foreſts, whether Hunted, or elſe in 
queſt of Prey to fill his greedy Maw 
with. The Velocity of the Leopard 
is taken notice of in Scripture, Hab. i. 
8. Their Horſes alſo are ſwifter than 
Leopards.——the fame thing hath been 
obſerved by proſane Authors, Oppian. 
lib. 3. Cunegetic. | | 
OxuTeroy det Y 7'3 AK por ids opter, 
14 $ains dme] ious Jinepiny Gopiraats 
| Celerrime currit, & fortiter recta irruit. 
| Diceres quum oideres, cam acream ferri. 
Add to this, that it is a very eager 
Creature, and equally watchful to lie 
in Ambuſh, leaping down from a Tree, 
- out unawares, and with his 
| | Claws ſeizing upon whatever comes in 
0 his Way. All which we have ſeen ex- 
j emplified in the manners and actions of 
| this great People, in the Proedatory 
| 


} wide Excurſions which they have made, 
and in the almoſt incredible celerity of 
j the Saracenick, and after them, the. Tur- 
| kiſh Expeditions and Conqueſts. But to | 
come to the Particulars of the Text, | 
the Words of Feremiah may indeed in 
their firſt intelligible ſenſe exprefs the t 
more eminent, and impending Judg- 1 
| ment, which at that time was threat- 
lj ned, and not long after executed upon ' 
1 the Zews by Nebuchadnezzar's Army, . 
which was to them, in the manner 
foretold, and in divers reſpects, as a 
Lion, 
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Lion, a Wolf, and a Leopard. This 
is the firſt thing which they convey 


unto the Mind. But then I hold with- 
all, that there is an Amplitude, or 


 abounding Signification in the Terms here 


uſed, whereby at the ſame time that they 
ſhew the preſent or proximate Event, 
they do alſo give occaſion for other 
Thoughts, and not obſcurely connote 
events future and farther off. Lumen 
Propheticum eſt aliqualiter ÆMnigmati- 
cum. Many of the Prophecies are 


ſacred Enigma's. And hence it is, that 


beſides what they hold forth to a more 
open view, there is incloſed in them a 
certain /atent and wunexpetted Senſe, of 
which, God may hereatter more abun- 
dantly reveal to the pious and well- 
meaning Enquirer. | 

Upon the whole, it ſhould ſeem to me, 
that the Character of a Watcher, very 
well agreeth unto, and on a ſpecial 
Account, more remarkably befitteth the 
Turk, than any other whatſoever : for 
the Holy Lond is at this Day in his 
Dominions: and no leſs certain it is 
that he doth ſo ſtrictly obſerve, ſo nar- 
rowly watch both Fews and Chri- 


ftians too, that no conſiderable Number 


of them ſhall either go into Feruſalem, 
or out of it, none ſhall do more or leſs 
there, than what he well approveth of, 
Traiy was never, that I know of, famous 
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for Leopards: wherefore (as likewiſe 
for another reaſon before given) that 
Spoiler was beſt deſign'd under the Fi- 
gure of an Evenings Wolf, or Wolf of 
the Weſt ; Whereas the Turks Domi- 
nions, efpecially his native original 
Country from whence he came, Scyth7a, 
and ſome parts of Armenia, abound 
with them; and therefore what fitter 
þ Emblem were there to repreſent or 
[| ſhew him by, than that of a Leopard. 
1 Hoſea chap. xiii. ver. 7. Therefore 
[ T1 will be unto them as a Lion, as a 
| Leopard by the May will I obſerve them. 
God met them as a Lion in Adrian, 
and he watches them at this Day as a 
Leopard, in the Turk, the Hebrew 
Word nd ſignifies Leo vetus, jam gran- 
dior fatins, & per ætatem Alder An- 
ſwerably to which, the Roman Empire 
taken Fignratively, as a Man was then. 
at full Age, as one that is between 
forty and fifty, nay, the Emperor him- 
ſelf was thereabouts, at a perfect Age, 
a ſtrong full-grown Lion, a grave Poli- 
tick Spaniard; and ſuch did the manage- 
=. ment of this great Enterprize ſhew him 
| to be: for he waged a doubtful, and 
0 dreadful War with the Fetus, who hav- 
i ing taken the Cup Fury at God's Hand, 
Mii a Cup which they could by no means 
put by, they were made exceeding drunk 
with the Dregs of it; which the Empe- 
ror 
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: ror Adrian perceiving, he husbanded his 
1 Soldiers as well 2s he might, not always 
f offering Battle in the open Ficld, but 
N ſuffering thoſe intoxicated mad Crea- 
1 tures to ſpend their Fury, as ſometimes 
k they did, upon themſelves; and by ſuch 
q prudent means killing them at the beſt . 


advantages he could take of them. 
None but this old ſeaſoned Lion could 
7 have dealt with ſo forlorn a Multitude. 


"i The Pangs of a violent Death were 
0 then ſo ſtrong upon the Ferws, that it 
* did really amaze and ſtun the force 
mY of the whole Empire: The full mili- 
* tary Power of Rome was hard put to 
w it, to keep them under in their laſt 
a ſtruggles for their expiring ſtate. And 
n. now that they are in their Diſperſion, ＋ 
hs and at as low an ebb almoſt as can 
r. be; yet one * rightly gueſs, that 
_ as the Chriſtians formerly, to very little 
| purpoſe, unleſs it were the deſtroying 
rad of Men's Lives, muſter d up vaſt Num- 
th bers of Soldiers to ſerve in their Croi- 
% ſades, for the recovering of the Holy 
- City out of the Infidels Hands; fo 
me” doubtleſs, with a Zeal equally fruit- 
ga leſs, and much more indiſcreet than 
11 their's, would the Jeus at this very 
3 time, if it were any ways poſſible for 
K them, attempt a return to their beloved 
— Land: but becauſe they ſhall not do 


this raſhly, nor till God ſee good, there 
988 D 3 „ 
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is a Leopard in the way to obſerve 
them; and the ſame ſo vigilant, and ſo 
ſtrong, ſo patly ſituated, and ſo very 
well qualified for this end and purpoſe, 
I mean, the preventing any ſuch En- 
terprize; that a Return to Paradiſe, 
whilſt guarded with the Angel s flaming 
Sword, were not a thing more impra- 
cticable than this is. Which Provi- 
dence of God's may teach them, that 


their Strength is to fit ſtill, Iſa. xxx. 7. 


And another Prophet hath put theſe 
Words into their Mouth, It it good 
that a Man ſhould both hope, and qui- 


etly wait for the Salvation of the Lord, 


Lamen, iii. 26. 'This to is the good 
Leſſon taught them by Micah, T here- 
fore I will look unto the Lord: I will 
wait for the God of my Salvation: my 
God will, once more, hear me, cap. 
vii. 7. 

Finally, 'That this of Hoſea, and that 
other of Feremiah, to which this ſeems 
referible, that theſe Texts of Fer. v. 
6. and Hof. xiii. 7. may well admit 
of the Interpretation I have given them, 
will perhaps appear to be ſomewhat 


the more probable for theſe one or two 


Reaſons. Firſt, as to Hof. xiii. 7. The 
Prophecies next mentioned there, and 
next occurring in the ſacred Page, the 
Prophecies which are connected with, 


or immediately ſubjoyn'd to this, are 


Pro- 


eee 
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Prophecies which contain in them the 
laſt, the greateſt, and the utmoſt of 
Bleſſings, ver. 9. O Iſrael, thou haſt 
Agſtroyed thy ſelf, but in me is thine help. 
ver. x. I will be thy King, where is 
any other that may ſave thee? And 


ver. 14 I will ranſom them from the 


Ppotuer of the Grave : I will redeem them 
from Death: O Death, 1 will be thy 
Plagues; O Grave, 1 will be thy De- 


ftruttion; Repentance ſhall be hid from 


mine Fyes. I will ranſom them from 
the Hand of Death. Obſerve now 
theſe greateſt of Bleſſings are promiſed 
by way of Conſolation, to ſupport the 


Faith and Patience of the Saints; they 
are added here to ballance againſt the 


greateſt Evils of the Times, and to out- 
way the oppolite Judgments; and there- 
fore that Emblematical Prophecy, ſhew- 
ing God to be to them as a ſtrong 


Old Lion, and afterwards as a fierce 


Leopard in the Way, ſhould in reaſon 
mean thoſe laſt and ſoreſt Judgments 
which were to come upon them by 


the Romans; and then upon the wretch- 


ed remainders of that People, by the 
Turks chiefly, and other Nations inſul- 
ting over them, and keeping them in 
ſubjection at their Pleaſure: My Ar- 
gument is plainly this, that the Bleſ- 


| ſings ſpecified in the foregoirig Verſes, 


being the laſt, or the Conſummation of 
D4 all 
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all Bleſſings, they may juſtly ſeem to 


ſuppoſe, that the preceeding Puniſh- 
ments are the laſt, or the Conſumma- 
tion of all Judgments; and then the 
Lion will mean the Roman, which 
truly was a moſt deſtructive deadly 
Power to the Fews, the Leopard, con- 
ſequently, will be the Ottoman, who 
is Apollyon, a Deſtroyer, one who not 
only watches to devour God's People, 
but, if he were not ſo ſtrongly curbed 
by an unſeen Hand, would effectually 
do ſo. 

Reaſon ſecond. "Tis plain to me, even 
as a Propoſition whoſe verity is received, 
and acquieſc'd in, that the Turk is 
Succeſſor in Name, in Place, in Qua- 
lities, to that Leopard deſcribed in 
Daniel, vii. 6. And it is with me alſo 
taken for granted, that he is certainly 
meant in that Viſion of St. John's, Rev. 
xiii. 1, 2. And I flood upon the Sand of 
the Sea, and ſaw a Beaſt riſe up out of © 
the Sea, baving ſeven Heads, and ten 
Horns,and upon his Horns ten Crowns,and 
upon his Heads the Name of Blaſphemy. 

Aud the Beaft which I ſaw was 
like unto a Leopard, and his Feet were 
as the Feet of a Bear, and his Mouth 
as the Mouth of a Lion, and the Dra- 
gon gave him his Power, and his Seat, 
and great Authority. oh 
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With Relation to this very Beaſt, it is 
ſaid, ver. 9, 10. JIf any Man have an 
Ear, let him hear. He tbat leadeth into 
Captivity, ſhall go into Captivity: He that 
killeth with the Sword, muſt be killed with 
the Sword. Here is the Faith and Pa- 
tience of the Saints. Verily the Saints, 
whether J7eus or Chriſtians, (for they 
both belong to the True God) haze 
need of Patience; for this Beaſt, and his 
Adherents in Africa, are great oppreſſors, 


making Slaves of all that come into their 


Hands ; if any difference be put be- 
tween Slave and Slave, tis likely e- 
nough that the Fews and Chriſtians 
may fare the- worſe for their Religi- 
on: but, as the holy Apoſtle adviſeth, 
Jam. i. 4. Let Patience have her per- 
felt Work; - eſpecially, ſince there re- 
maineth a reſt to the People of God; 
and they are by his mighty Power kept 
unto Salvation, as ſurely as the Beaſt 
is reſerved for Deſtruction, and a day 
of Judgment; it being thus reſolved 
upon by the Holy one; He that lea- 
deth into Captivity, ſhall go into Capti- 


 vity: He that killeth with the Sword, 


ſhall be killed with the Sword. | 

Lo! This is the grand Criterion, it 
is, I affirm, an evident and even de- 
monſtrative Mark of the Turk; for 
herein, as ſhall be ſhewn, he differeth 
eſentially from the other Beafts, They, 


tis 
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tis true, ariſing ſucceſively one after 
the other, kept up the Trade of War 
in their Generations, and killed Men; 
but then, Ambition, Renown, a deſire 
of rendring their Country Famous, 


Love of Honour, and a falſe Notion 


of mundane Glory; ſome one, or all 
of theſe together, may be ſaid to have 
been their leading Principle; but, O 
ſtrange deluſion of the Devil's, this Man 
of Sins Principle is Religion. Follow 
Peace with all Men, and do good to 
all, ſaith Chriſt. The very contrary, 
the very reverſe to which Pacifick 


- Maxim, is imbodied in the Religion of 


Mahomet, who, as he ſaith, had a 
Commiſſion given him from God, to 
kill with the Sword. Agreeably to 
which Divine Commiſſion, the Funda- 
mental Law of the Alcoran is, Occidite 
Homines, quonſque omnes Mauri fiant. 
Slay and kill, till all Men have become 
Mahometans. This Precept is found 
both in the Zuna, and in the Alcoran, 


vid. Dr. More's Myſt. of Godline)s, lib. 5. 


c. 10. Seff. 1. Now, tis one thing, 
however Sinful, to wage War, and 
kill Men out of Ambition, and thirſt 
after Glory, and another thing to do 
this Ex Religionis inſtituto; as tis one 
thing to commit Iniquity, and another 
thing to eftabliſh it by Law. Now that 
univerſal Homicide is thus W | 

* 
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by the Turks great Prophet Mahomer, 
is further confirmed by theſe Inſtances, 
218. That their Doctors and profeſſed 
Readers of their Law, do in the time 
of their Publick Lectures to the People, 
hold a drawn Sword in their Hand, or 


lay it ſomewhere by them; and beſides 


what hath been before noted to you out 
of Dr. More, there are to be found in the 
fame Alcoran, Exhortations to Robbery 
and Blood-ſhed Latrocinale hoc Pre- 
ceptum Sectatoribus ſuis dedit Mubam- 
med: uſquequo, inquit, vos meliores, 
& Elatiores efficiamini, Prædatores et 
expugnatores eftote, Alcor. Cap. xii. ci- 
tante Forbefio Inſtr. Lib. iv. cap. ix. 
Se&. 3. To conclude then, the Turk 


is he, and he only that thus publickly 


killeth with the Sword; and becauſe 
he hath ſo done, He ſhall by a Divine 
Sentence, be as Publickly killed with 


the Sword. He who hath Counterfei- 


ted the broad Seal of Heaven, by pre- 
tending to a Commiſion which God 


never gave him, hath in ſo doing made 


that God a Liar; and for a reward 
thereof ſhall be caſt into the Lake which 
burns with Fire and Brimſtone, where all 
Liars are, Rev. xxi. 8. 

Matt. chap. ii. ver. 23. And be 
came and dwelt in a City called Na- 
zareth, that it might be fulfilled which 
Was __—_ by the Prophets, He ſhall be 
called a Nazarene. I 
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1 wrote down this Text merely 
that I might do a good Office to my 
Reader, who, in caſe he hath not ſa- 
tisfied himſelf herein already, and is 
willing to meet with a rational and ſolid 
Explication of the forecited Paſſage, he 
may then read ſuch a one in the Biſhop 
of Coventry and Litchfield's defence of 
Chriſtanity, pag. 222. as alſo in a Serm. 
of Dr. Fackſon's, Intituled Nazareth 
and Bethlehem, Vol. 2. Lib. 7. pag. 401. 

Ifa. chap. vii. ver. 14, 15, &c. T here- 
fore the Lord himſelf ſhall give you a 
Sign, Behold, a Virgin ſhall conceive, 
and bear a Son, and ſhall call his Name 
Immanuel. 

Butter and Honey ſhall he cat, that he 
may know to refuſe the Evil, and chooſe 
the good. For before the Child ſhall 
know to refule the Evil, and chooſe the 
good, the Land that thou abhorreſt ſhall 
be forſaken of both her Kings. Comp. 
Matt. i. 22, 23. The Son of God, 
who took Fleſh of the Virgin, is He 
of whom the. Prophet . ſpeaks at the 
fourteenth Verſe. Feſus Incarnate was 
that Lord himſeli, whoſe promiſed Incar- 
nation gave the Sign; and ſuch a ſign 


it was, as in the Nature thereof, did 


both ſuppoſe, and aſſure a continuance 
of the Fewiſhh State, or Houſe of Fudah, 
until His Day. I am confirmed in my 
Opinion, that this is directly a Pro- 

phecy 
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phecy of the very and true Yirgin 
Birth; and that in the firſt exhibi- 
tion and intention thereof, it neither 
had, nor hath reſpe& to any Son of 
Jaiab's, who ſhould in a Predictive, 
Typical way, be named Immanuel. He 
had but two Sons that we here read 
of; the one Shear-jaſhub, who by the 
Name he bore was 4 Hin that the 
Captives of Judab, the two hundred 
thouſand Souls, whom Pekah, Son of 
Remaliab, had made Priſoners, and car- 
ried to Samaria, ſhould be brought 
back again to their own Land and 
Home, 2 Chron. xxviii. 15. The ſame 
Name likewiſe may be extended to 
preſignify the Remnant that ſhould 
return after the Babyloniſh Captivity; 
yea, poſhbly alſo, to point out that 
remnant of [rae/ which ſhall be ſaved, 
and whoſe return is yet expected by the 
Faithful, Rom. ix. 27. Comp. Ja. vi. 13. 
The other Sn, Maber-ſhalal-haſh-bas, 
(which has nothing to do with [mma- 
nuel) was a Sign only of the ſpeedy, 
quick Advance of the King of MHria 
towards Fudea, the rich Prey he ſhould 
there meet with, and the vaſt Spoil 
and Havock that he ſhould make 
among them. But the thing now where- 
in I crave leave to differ from a ery 
Learned Biſhop, is this: That to my 
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Apprehenſion, both the 157% and the 16th 
Verfes are without any impropriety, 
inconvenience, or coact, ſtrained — 
applicable to the very Immanuel, which 
is Zeſus, and therefore poſſibly ſhould | 
be expounded of him, and no other, For 
Inſtance, the 1574 verſe ſays, that the 
Child Jeſus, foretold here to be a 
Native of the Land flowing with Mill 
aud Honey, ſhould, as other Infants of 
the ſame Country, be nouriſhed chiefly 
with that Diet, till being grown har- 
der, as Children are, when they begin 
to know Good and Evil, he ſhould then 
make uſe of Stronger Food; yea, faith 
the Prophet, ver. 16th. Before the young , 
Immanuel ſhall be as big as this Child 
of mine Shear-jaſhub, before, that is to 
ſay, in leſs time than this comes to, 
within two or three Years, perhaps leſs, 
The Land that thou abhorreft ſhall be 
forſaken of both her Kings. © 

Upon the whole, therefore, the Pro- 
phet may very well be conceived as 
ul one deſigning to make thoſe whom 
10 he addreſſed himſelf to ſenſible, that 
ith (whatever their ill deſerts were) their 
Il Fears need not be ſo great as they 
I were; for that the Kingdom of Fudab, 
I notwithſtanding all Attempts now, or at 
any time elſe to be made againſt it, 
muſt and ſhould be preſerved yet longer, 


10 for the ſake of God's promiſe relating 
1 to 


— 
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to that Wonderful Birth of the Virgin. 
This indeed being future, is for Con- 
ſolation to late Poſterity, rather than 
to any ſuppoſed living at that time: 
it being theirs, no otherwiſe than as 
apprehended, and preſentiated by Faith; 
but therefore for the more immediate 
Comfort and preſent Encouragement 
of thoſe whom he was then ſpeak ing 
to. Jaiab here infinuateth further, 
that before the Child emphatically, be- 
fore that Child of the Virgin, ſhould 
attain in an ordinary way, to know 
any thing of good and evil, Both the 
Kings, viz. of Jjraet and Syria, ſhould 
bo ſtripped of their Kingdoms, and their 
Lives too. 

 . Meſſiah's Birth, which muſt, and ſhall 
be, aſſures a Continuance of the Ferw- 
iþ Common-Wealth. And again, that 
ſpace of Time, which is uſually taken 
up by Children to go upon their Feet, 
and learn to ſpeak in, ſuch a ſpace 
as that is plus, minus, applied to the 
preſent Affair, 7. e. caſe of Juda then 
reſent, ſheweth how ſoon they ſhould 
be delivered. So that the Prophecy 
contains theſe two very conſiderable 
Points, 1. That a Virgin Royal of the 
Seed of David, and ſhe remaining ſuch, 
ſhould conceive and bring forth a Son. 
2. 'That in fewer Days, or Years, than 
ſhould be requiſite for ſuch Son of hers 
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to know Good and Evil, there ſhould be an 
end of Remaliah's Son and Rezin too. 

Summarily and briefly thus: 1. The Aſeſſiab 
is to be born of a pure Virgin, who ſhall call 
his Name Immanuel. 2. His Food is to be 
Milk and Honey, even the ſame diet with other 


Infants which ſhonld then be born in Canaan. 


3. It is affirmed, that before, or ſooner than the 
Child ſhall wel! know to refuſe the Evil, and 
chooſe the Good, ſuch a thing ſhall be brought 
to paſs. Which laſt Circumſtance may be con- 
ſtrued to relate. preciſely - to the time, as ſuch, 
and as conſidered by itſelf abſtractedly, i. e, not 
excluding, nor yet neceſſarily including the Vr- 
rin Birth here propheſied of: according to 
which allowable ſuppoſition, the Prophet may 
be conceived as one intending to convey | this 
ſecret Inſtruction into the Minds of the Hearers; 
namely, that when the Child is Born, before 


He, or any in the like condition with him, 
ſhould have Wit enough to know what was 


good 'or bad for them: Or thus, before that 
Children (ſuch as the little Immanuel ſhall one 
day be) do come to leave off being fed with 
a Spoon, or have a little ſmattering of good 
and evil, the Land ſbould be for ſakes, that is, 
well rid of both her Kings, q. d. within ſuch 
a ſhort compaſs or meaſure of Time as this 
comes to, you ſhall ſee yourſelves delivered from 
all your Fears, and paſt all dangers that might 
be apprehended from either Rezin or Rema- 


liab's Son. | 
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